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Women and Geosciences for Peace 
Fifth conference of the African Association of Women in Geosciences “CAAWG5”  
Grand Bassam, Ivory Coast (11 - 17 April 2010) 

 

 The fifth conference of the African Association of Women in Geosciences “AAWG” was held at N’SAHOTEL 

(Grand Bassam, Ivory Coast) from the 11th to 17th April 2010. The official opening ceremony held on the morning of 

the Tuesday 13th April 2010 was attended by more than 300 participants coming from all earth sciences related 

sectors (education, universities, private sectors, government…etc). 12 countries were represented (Morocco, 

Tunisia, Ghana, Uganda, Kenya, Germany, South Africa, Cameroon, Senegal, Djbouti, Congo Brazaville, Nigeria and 

Ivory Coast). The opening ceremony was attended by representatives from the African Association of Women in 

Geosciences executive committee, members of Association of Women in Geosciences Cote d’Ivoire Chapter “AAWG-

CI”, dignitaries and guests from Ivory Coast.   

 During the opening ceremony, the President the fifth congress and President of AAWG-CI, Dr. Juliette TEA, 

welcomed the dignitaries and participants and thanked the supporters and sponsors of the conference especially 

PETROCI Holding (Main sponsor), TOLLOW OIL, CANADIAN NATURAL, District d’Abidjan, CORE LAB, VANCO, 

ANADARKA, UNESCO Senegal, IUGS and UNESCO Nairobi office. Prof. Ezzoura ERRAMI, AAWG continental President, 

addressed a talk where she introduced the association, its objectives and its activities and she thanked the local 

organizing committee for the good work and for having making that event possible instead the political situation of 

country. Just before the closing of the opening ceremony, the AAWG representative of West Africa, Mme Marcelle 

GAULY read the Grand Bassam Peace Appeal coming out from the roundtable entitled “Women and Geosciences for 

Peace”. The ceremony was concluded by a representative of the Minister of Mines and Energy, who thanked the 

members of the AAWG EC for having chosen Ivory Coast as venue of the fifth conference of AAWG and launched 

officially the CAAWG5.  

 The opening ceremony was marked by special artistic shows given by Kiyi N’Bock, an artistic Ivorian group, 

dedicated to the theme of the conference. These choreographies showed the importance of women in the society 

and their capacity to restore and preserve peace. 

 One exiting moment of the journey was the peace walk of most of the participants to the opening ceremony 

to the Peace Place located in the centre of Grand Bassam. This march aims in addition to the support of Ivorian 

women who marched for peace in 1949 to put item on the close relationship between sustainable peace and 

scientific progress on the African continent. 
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Advertizing the conference at national level was one of the 
priorities of the LOC. The conference and through it Earth 
Sciences were also advertizing in national TV and radio 

 
CAAWG5 opening ceremony 

 
CAAWG5 opening ceremony 

 
AAWG EC members with dignitaries and guests from Ivory 

Coast just after the opening ceremony 

 
AAWG EC members leading the peace march 

 
Young geoscientists participating to the peace march 

 

 77 scientific abstracts were retained. They were programmed in 4 oral scientific sessions and one parallel 

poster session (Tuesday the 13th afternoon, Wednesday the 14th morning and afternoon and the Thursday the 15th 

morning). 3 abstracts were presented during the roundtable dedicated to geo-education. 
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Abstracts of the 5th conference of the AAWG 

 

 Adding to the scientific session three roundtables were organized during the conference. Two took place on 

the 12th April 2010, one day before the official opening ceremony:  

 1/ the first roundtable entitled “Women & Geosciences for Peace” was moderated by Prof. Ezzoura ERRAMI 

and reported by Dr. Marcelle GAULY seconded by two young geoscientists Banna Tabaski SAMBOU and Bator SENE. 

The main question raised during this roundtable which was attended by 45 participants is how women and Earth 

Sciences could participate to establish a sustainable peace on the continent.   

 After a long discussion, it was recommended that a well management of natural resources in Africa is 

necessary to establish a sustainable development which is directly related to a sustainable peace on the continent. 

Natural resources which are supposed to be a source of richness are however a source of conflicts in many African 

countries. To avoid conflicts, local population should directly or indirectly benefit from the income of these natural 

resources (petrol, mines…etc). African governments should think about a close regional cooperation in order to 

exploit themselves their natural resources and make them a lever of local and regional sustainable development. For 

that, Africa needs more schools and universities dedicated to earth sciences and related disciplines.   

It was also mentioned during that roundtable that most of African authorities are negligent concerning earth 

sciences education especially near women because that field was during a long time dedicated to males. Education 

and capacity building are the only ways to help promote African women. Well educated women should participate in 

decision making for that African government should be confident and give women more chance to serve and to 

show that they have the potential and the courage to transform the institutions they are inheriting and to make 

them more human and more just as said by Desmond Tutu (2004). It was also recommended that women 

geoscientists should be involved in politic which is the best way to make politic interested in Earth Sciences and the 

role that these sciences and the related disciplines could play for the wealth of our societies.  

Environment is a big issue in Africa, in order to preserve it, it was recommended that it is very important to 

institute laws in order to evaluate the impact of the activities related to the exploitation of natural resources on our 

environment and try to minimize it. 

 At the end of the roundtable, an appeal of Peace was launched, read during the opening ceremony of the 

conference and was communicated to the president of the Ivory Coast who invited the AAWG executive committee 
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and some AAWG members for lunch during which the registration of the association in Ivory Coast was discussed 

and also the project of creating a geopark in Fresco escarpment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 2/ the second roundtable entitled “Geosciences, education and employment” took place on the 12th April 

2010 afternoon from the 14h 45mn to 18h15mn. The roundtable was attended by more that fourthy participants. It 

was moderated by Prof. Kmar Ben Ismael Lattrache from Tunisia and reported by two young geoscientists Ndeye 

Maguette DIENG and Mariama KABA from Senegal. The main question discussed during that roundtable was how to 

improve geosciences education in Africa in order to make it a lever for sustainable development.  

 Three presentations were given during that roundtable. The first one entitled ″Education of Earth Sciences in 

Morocco: Challenges and perspectives″ by Prof. Ezzoura ERRAMI from Morocco. The second presentation, 

entitled “Conceptions and obstacles faced by Tunisian students in Earth Sciences: Case of petroleum genesis” by Prof. 

Kmar Ben Ismael LATTRACHE. The third presentation entitled “Earth Sciences in Ivory Coast” by AKPA You Lucette on 

behalf of Dr. OGA. 

 After a long discussion, it was recommended that it is very important to demonstrate to scholars and to their 

parents the importance that earth sciences could play in their lives, the job opportunities offered by theses 

disciplines…etc by inviting them to participate to Earth Sciences congresses, forums and exhibitions which will allow 

to increase their awareness. It was retained also that regular meetings should be organized between specialists in 

earth sciences, scholars and their teachers in order keep them informed and also to teach them to be creative in 

their way to transmit their knowledge. It was also recommended that Africans should have a solidarity spirit in order 

Grand BassamGrand BassamGrand BassamGrand Bassam    Appeal for Peace by the Women Geoscientists Appeal for Peace by the Women Geoscientists Appeal for Peace by the Women Geoscientists Appeal for Peace by the Women Geoscientists     
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� Considering that Geosciences are interested in the knowledge and the sustainable management 

of natural  resources and hazards; 
� Considering that the geological resources in Africa are supposed to be a source of wealth for the 

African people, but are however, a source of different conflicts; 
� Considering that instead of our limited number on the continent, women geoscientists are 

participating through education and scientific research  to the socio-economic development of 
their nations; 

� Considering that geoscientists have the potential to assist African governments in implementing 
major projects for sustainable development; 

� Considering that there is no sustainable development without peace; 
 
We, the participants to the 5th conference of the African Association of Women in Geosciences 
“AAWG” which was organized from the 11th to the 17th April 2010 at Grand Bassam under the 
theme « Women and Geosciences for Peace » unanimously: 

• Encourage African women to be more involved in Geosciences ; 
• Agreed on the necessity of a sustainable peace on the continent in general and in Ivory 

Coast in particular ;  
• Call the Ivory Coast people, government and the other African countries to work through 

their activities and mediation, for the re-establishment of an urgent peace and harmony in 
a united Ivory Coast, for a rapid socio-economic development. 
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to improve their laboratories equipments, rocks and fossils collections, educational material...etc. AAWG should 

work in order to improve earth sciences education in Africa by improving partnership between universities, private 

companies, existing structures (Association, NGO’s…etc)  and medias in order to organize field trips, activities to 

promote earth sciences especially near scholars, to build the capacity of teachers and also try to provide enough 

didactic means. Earth Sciences programs should be improved by introducing more practical work. It is better to have 

separate teachers for Life sciences and Earth Sciences. The creation of geoparks through the African continent was 

encouraged to increase the awareness of the importance of protection of the African geological heritage. 

 At the end of the roundtable, Pr. Errami, AAWG President, proposed the creation of a task group on geo-

education in Africa. The roundtable ended by an atmosphere of gaiety under African dance steps.  

 

 3/ The third roundtable entitled “Geological patrimony and geotourism” took place the 13th April afternoon. 

It was moderated by Pr. Ezzoura Errami. In order to sensitize young people from Ivory Coast, students were involved 

in that project. A group of students was given as a task the preparation of a short presentation entitled “Geoparks 

concept” which was presented and discussed at the beginning of the roundtable. The students were very motivated 

and at the end of the roundtable they decided to create an association in order to promote the geological heritage 

of Ivory Coast. We hope that the project will be established soon. It was decided that the Fresco Escarpment (Ivory 

Coast) should be the first geopark in the country. The AAWG EC was invited by the president of the country and after 

a deep discussion with the cabinet director and cabinet chef, it was decided that the creation of a geopark in fresco 

escarpment will be a project of the president. A follow up is going on in order to establish that geopark.  

 During the congress a gala dinner was offered by CNR international to the participant to the conference. 

 
Gala dinner 

 
AAWG EC with the representative of CNR International and the 

representative of PETROCI holding (main sponsor of the CAAWG5) 
 

 
Meeting of the AAWG EC with the cabinet director and the cabinet chef of Ivory Coast President 
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 The day ended with a presentation of the AAWG and its activities. During the AGM, it was decided that the 

7th conference will be organized in Djibouti in 2014. The fifth will take place in Cameroon in 2012. 

 

 The post conference field trip took place the 16th and 17th April 2010. The visited geological sites were the 

sedimentary Fresco escarpment of Maastrichtian to Eocene age and Grand-Béréby Archean rocks, situated in the 

south of Ivory Coast. 110 participants took part to that field trip which was mainly sponsored by TULLOW OIL.   

 

 
Archean outcrop (Baie des Sirènes, Grand Bereby) 

 
Participants to the field trip 

  

 

 

Fresco escarpment with sedimentary levels rich in organic material and fossils 

 

Post-conference field trip logistic 
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 Outcomes of the CAAWG5 

 The outcomes of the conference can be summarized as follows: 

 1/ A new scientific cooperation was born between the Geology Department of the Faculty of Sciences of 

Tunis (Tunisia) and the Cocody university (Ivory Coast). Prof. P. Kmar Ben Ismail-Lattrache, AAWG assistant general 

secretary, invited Prof. DIGBEHI Zéli Bruno, the chair of the scientific committee of the CAAWG5, for a scientific stay 

from the 11th June to the 31th August 2010. This scientific work which consists of a micropaleontological and 

sedimentological study of samples coming from the Fresco Escarpment sedimentary formations will provide 

information necessary in the establishment of a geopark in that region.  

 The results coming out from this collaboration will be published in international revues. A cooperation 

project was initiated between the University of Tunis El Manar (FST) and the University of Cocody (UFR-STRM). 

Ivorian students expressed their will to do their PhD in Tunisia. 

 2/ A multidisciplinary regional scientific project is under discussion. 

 3/ A publication special volume in order to encourage the participants to the conference to publish their 

work is under discussion. 

 AAWG conferences are strengthening scientific cooperation between our members and African geoscientists 

coming from different countries. 
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